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A/H5N1 in cats in Poland in June/July 2023



A/H5N1
Winter/Spring 2023 outbreak in 

seagull 
May (26.05 Kętrzyn) and July (01.07 Kraków) 2023 outbreaks in poultry



H5N1 confirmation in cats carcases

H5N1 in meat?

Early warning phase
Risk assessment  phase

Dis(mis) - 
information phase



Until about 18.06 we have a local discussion in Gdańsk (at least there are traces of it on 
Facebook) and interest in the environment of veterinarians

 

On June 19, the case gained momentum of a nationwide dimension (specialist and local 
Pomeranian media publicized the situation)

We have a concentration of interest in 
Pomerania, followed by Kujawsko-Pomorskie, 
Warmińsko-Mazurskie and Dolnośląskie.
The interest is rather in large cities (Gdańsk, 
Bydgoszcz, Wrocław, Kraków, Olsztyn, Poznań) 
by keywords detections.

 Google searches  (cats death 17.06-26.06):

Early warning phase



Samples from death cats with 
characteristic symptoms (WOAH 
reference laboratory in Puław)
~68 % 13+ (+1)/19 19-25.06 (Tri-city, 
Poznań, Lublin, Warsaw, Bydgoszcz)
~42% 6+/14 26-28.06 (Wrocław, NDM)
~21% 3+/14 30.06-06.07



Alternative map 
of suspected 
cases
 (unofficial data)





 The confirmation of the presence of genetic material of the H5N1 
virus in dead cats has greatly alarmed the poultry industry, but apart 
from a slight increase in the demand and supply of information 
about "bird flu", the information needs of the general population 
have not been met

Risk assessment  phase



There is no discussion about the outbreaks (i.e. epidemiologically 

related cases), which, even despite the lack of knowledge about 

epizootic investigations, proves rather the lack of importance of 

the transmission cat-cat or cat-human.

Since last week of June veterinary clinics are also less likely to 

report new cases (deaths) with characteristic symptoms identified 

with the "mysterious disease of cats".

Risk assessment  phase



Since the disclosure of information about the alleged contamination of poultry meat 
with the A / H5N1 virus on June 29, at a high level, the Veterinary Inspection activities 
have finally started in full swing, because it affects the poultry industry, which is very 
important for the economy, and "central control" has been turned on (certainly good 
from the information point of view), but perhaps not epidemiologically).

Due to the infodemic risks, the flow of information in the context of the H5N1 avian 
influenza situation was monitored by stated and poultry organization. Current 
scientific knowledge, supported by research conducted by the National Veterinary 
Institute and epizootic analyses, does not allow for an unequivocal association of 
H5N1 avian influenza in domestic cats with a specific source. It doesn't mean that 
certain stakeholders of the system may introduce clickbait insertions suggesting 
otherwise.

Dis(mis) - information phase



„Deadly” (for human) „Bird flu” (killing cats) 
in the meat store (found in poultry)

Gazeta Wyborcza: 04.07.2023

Dis(mis) - information phase

According to Ministry of Agriculture, here is 
no risk as AI was never detected in 

poultry meat 
Ministry of Agriculture: 05.07.2023



 Mentions (cat/cats 17.06-10.07):

 Facebook

 (4196)

 
 Instagram

 (5124)

 
 Twitter

 (3040)

 
 TikTok

 (293)

 
 Videos

 (574)

 
 News

 (4108)

 
 Podcasts

 (6)

 
 Forums

 (3823)

 
 Blogs

 (352)

 
 Web

 (753)

 



 Press Articles (cats or AI 17.06-10.07): concepts 

co-locations



Questions?

https://twitter.com/k_pyrc/status/16
77966695523074049



The total population of farm cats (on farms) and domestic cats in Poland is about 3-4 
million 
https://europeanpetfood.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Annual-Report-2022-2.pdf 
, https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2351989418303196?via%3Dihub 
which shows that less than every third household in Poland has a cat.

Which means that the density of cats per number of inhabitants is about 1.5-2 times 
lower than the European average 
(https://landgeist.com/2023/04/29/cat-ownership-in-europe/).

There is often a theme of "poisoned grain from Ukraine" in the feed 
(http://interdisciplinary-research.eu/czy-zatrute-zboze-to-wrzutka-kremla), which 
would poison poultry, which would be toxic to cats. Lack of trust in state institutions is 
widespread (attacks on the Veterinary Inspection and the State Sanitary Inspection).

https://europeanpetfood.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Annual-Report-2022-2.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2351989418303196?via%3Dihub
https://landgeist.com/2023/04/29/cat-ownership-in-europe/
http://interdisciplinary-research.eu/czy-zatrute-zboze-to-wrzutka-kremla







